THISISIT

The article below was written in
1967 by my dad, Ernie Gommel,
during the early days of The Hitchin
Post Market, and Church of Our
Lord and Savior. We were in Reche
Canyon at the time, with Lucerne

ture.

We still meet together on Sunday
mornings, without our leader who
passed in 2012, so each of us is
encouraged to prepare something
to share. Recently we have been
sharing these New Light articles
on Sundays, along with what oth-

Valley Market 8 years into the fu-

ers have prepared. This one struck
achord in me, as “IT" is a favorite
of mine. Please read on to find out
what or who “IT" is.

Maybe next week I'll respond
to this article, since times have
changed, many years have passed,
and perspectives change as we

grow in the Spirit. i‘ W
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THE YOUNGER GENER-
IS ABSOLUTELY
. in rebelling
~% against so much that
O is phony. - Thank God

7 that so many young
>~ people are idealists

idealistic ("I'm not going to mess up my
life like my parents didi"), and unfor-
tunately confused, mostly by the forked
tongue of the adults,

LET .ME SAY...TO YOU .YOUNG PEOPLE, hold
to your ideals., Let them be developed
and transformed by God. The Christiap
faith isn't what you so often see it aSy.
It should and can check with what the
Bible promises, Lt s~ nob ¢ JJusts the
finest thinking or a good organization.
It's something else, and very much worth
giving vour life to, It is the hlghest,
most—ehdallengtng—eand ~dIfficult- == and
wonderful ~ecailing ~there —dis, Rightly
followed, it makes the Peace Corps seem
like a tea party. In fact, theiLord will
make your life so full and challenging
that you will need IT! IT

is essential or you will| f<:¥\_%:f/’%
N

collapse under the strain.
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Oh, " ‘sire, “ you - -can mess.{~ . f
around with what you might \/;( /JX' ) )
call Christianity and get {/ T AN
by without IT == mosti ~—/ \ ' v
"Christians" do. But this sl sad

is whatts been turning your stomach,
When you understand IT, ycu'll know IT
is essential, and youtll either fervent-

ly want IT. or wiolently reject IT. You
can have IT. And when you have 1T,

you'll find that the tremendous calling
is no strain at all, but a thrilling way
of life,

NOW, I WAS RAISED 1in a church that
avoided IT. As 1 grew up and climbed
the ladder in business, we attended no
churches = that really expected 1T. 1
guess they had found that if they let IT

take: control; 4ihings.omight: getwout' of
their (men's) hands and IT might cause

trouble =-- or folks who wouldn!'t under-

stand might laugh.

ﬁ?§> YES ¢ <1 AM: - FROM’ CHURCHES

&Y WHICH-CAVOIBED 3%+ “] =am'a
o~~~ scientist -- a college-ed-
‘ﬂ T ucated and state-licensed

CivilsEnglneer: I am also
a seminary graduate and or-
: dained minister, I am L6
years old., Itve had about as much edu-~
cation, experience iIn the world and
struggle with spiritual matters as any-

?%? myrage,. and I .say Yyou cannoti. B :avoid

 NOW, IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE THE BIBLE
simply and essentia@lly for what it says,

1 pra ou will some day, There is no
regl gltzrnative. iHowelerer, what I have

S,
{4

to say right here 1is not so much for
you, If you are one who does believe
the Bible =-- or want to =-- but if you
are confused because what the Bible

leads you to believe and expect does not
check with what the Christians youfve
known expect and are examples of, take
hear 8QCASRICK WITH THE BIBLET" Seek out
Christians and Christian groups which
check with what the Bible leads you to

expect, There are some, you know, often
ridiculed by The !respectable Chrils-
tians". .who ~hawe: _thelr. :inice el1g;qn
under their (man's control, The dif-
Frmnann - T TT "“malroe all +ho AdAiffor-
4 VI IV OD €3 i_z__. :_.\._ LA LAW L4 L vilw A A ]
ence,
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WHAT IS IT? IT is really a Him. IT
fe.lhe Holy Spirlf ~- @ person -~- prop-
erly called "Him," He is the living

ERrEstVin"us, HE makes all the differ=-
ence. Wouldnt't you like to be like Peter

as regorded...in. the book: cof the Acts of
the Apostles? He had courage you would-
n't believe, except for the Holy Spirit.
He had courage enough to stand before
some of the most influential men in his
church and country (like standing before
the Pope) -- men who could have him
killed, really == perhaps illegally, but
hetd still be dead. He had the courage

NS {%7#_ and have a passion o 2L
Y7 2 4 o
for geniineness”and truth, Certainly, %ge52¥g§€ g?egéd tghiggggnl%olioaiggghé?
the many who hit the newspapers are of- than to God, you must judge; for we can-
ten wrong in their arrogance and meth- not but speak of what we have seen and
ods, in my opinion, But these who h@grd.i\ ( nga%:é?é§0)'eo ?gter H§°$§§
achieve such notoriety -- who seem so 7z ;{‘ ot ungdugated fioheas
many -- are really just a few, compared  qiaii™\ -, man, but the Holy Spirit
with the average teenager or college-age:4fjﬁgugég;zﬁggave him the ower to
person. The bulk of the young people({f» %éf”~5;;preagh before tgousapds,
are - wonderful -~ Thopeful, energetic,;}?&V”éirﬂggg“?2??0;2 very dangerous situ-
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But a man
erformed

lindness
it (Acts
you and I

¥ NCOW.  SOME WILL SAY, "But
pgsile . They were special,
(not an Apostley named Ananias
the miracle of healing Paults
and %iving him the Holy Spir-
9:10~19). ~ And the Bible says
are to expect .gifts of the
splirik and one place that tells about
WHat el mfyd ¢ eret tlg eRpect  is e
twelftg chapter ofs .J# 'Cor Inithians.” It
says:

"To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good." (12:7)

Another version says: "Each one is
given some Rroof of the Spiritls pres-
gncesH £ oriawwhesvagoodiine s ELLY o(The New
Testament in Today'!s English Version)

NOW, YOU SHOULD EXPECT TO BE GIVEN any
one, Or SeVerad...of-wthese,giftss  spec-
ial wisdom, utterance of exceptional
knowledge, special faith, the ability
miraculousty to® heal, ‘the power to work
other miracles, prophecy, the ability to
distinguish between spirits, the ability
to speak iIn wvarious kinds of tongues
("to speak with strange sounds," one
version says), and the gift of being
able to interpret these "strange sounds!
(12:8=10) .5 -Of..course, the:greatest.gift
we should all expect 1s to haye the real
love "of God 'in us, ' Paul tells'us in 1l
Corlii® 135 - But® this does notdeny ‘the: im-
portance or the expectation of the other

giT tst NOWiicASy i@y SCIENTIST i1
know this much: I must ac-
cept the Bible simply for

what- 1t says”'or'' foriget ‘this
Christianityvebusinessi As
a man of faith, (and scien-
tist and philosopher), to
say that 1 _.accept the Bible apd ithen to
deny what it clearly says is blasphemy.
To deny what it makes central and sub-
stantiates with 1living examples -- to
deny what it says we should expect, 1is
blasphemy.against. the. Spirit,.: quenching
the Spirit and hypocrisy. Unfortunate-
ly, my young friend, in too mgany cases
the reason IT (Excuse me, I mean Him --
the Holy Spirit.) 1is avoided is because
we are too concerned for the success of
the church in worldly terms. - The Holy
Spirit will (most likely) -foul up the
plans and aspirations oI institution-
oriented men. An old challenge to those
who want to avoid letting the Holy Spir-
it Wget loose" fsuthiss

"yvouvbelieve I:Cor. 13, dontt you?!

easi '

"Why don!t you believe I Cor., 122"

CHURCH OF OQUR LORD & SAVIOR EXPECTS
the Holy Spirit and His manifestations
fully and exactly as described in:I Cor.
12, and as _exemplified elsewhere, We
wilik-settle for' noless, We: thank Him -
for such as He has given. We:s=éxpect,

await and actively seek more.

MY YOUNG, (or old) FRIENDS, do not be
deceived. Do not let your hopE for a.
truly transformed, powerful, miraculous.
l1ife® be quenched by the "respectable
skeptics," or those who pervert the
gifts. The Christian faith™ can be ex-
actly as the Bible testiflies, " Since we

have started to write cour-

G0 g ageously about'“ the " Holy
i\ Spirit, a number of persons
T\ 0otk have thanked us and shared
\k their story of the miracles
\\\ _ He has brought to: their

N, L lives. They are so-.glad to
find-4 fellow-Christian ~who will listen
with sjoy fiinstead of "skepticism or ridi-
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