
TOOTLE TIME!
	 It must have been 
a year or more since 
Sir William led an 
expedition of hardy 
explorers out into the wilderness 
of Lucerne Valley on one of his 
legendary tootles.  But so he did 
on a recent Sunday afternoon.  
He and his little band (all women 
of hardy pioneer stock) set forth 
to face down the wild beasts (not 
even a roadrunner showed his 
face) and roaring rivers (How 
long was it since water was in 
that wash over there?), ready for 
a week of survival training (Pass 
me a sandwich, please, and 
then I’d like the chocolate crème 
Oreos, please, and I gotta be 
home by 6 to feed the doggies).
	 Yep, true desert-rat explorers, 
we are.  Not.  We are depen-
dent on modern technology all 
the way.  4-wheel-drive Jeep? 
Check.  A/C and heat in the 
Jeep? Check. Sub sandwiches 
from that wonderful 
Deli Café at “The Mar-
ket”? Check.  Promos 
for the store’s great 
Deli Café secreted 
in the tootle article? 
Double check.  Rifles, 
machetes, knives, and 
other protective gear? 
Nope.  Just the hope 
and confidence that 
the modern stuff won’t 
let us down – no flat 
tires, no radiator hoses 
blown, no oil pans cracked.
	 Our destination?  Sir William 
never tells, so we just sit back 
and enjoy the scenery, unless 
he’s on one of those STEEP 
roads with lots of loose rock so 
that you slide down it and hope 
your wheels don’t spin on the 
way back up.  
	 We set out north from North-
side Road (what would you 
expect?) and travelled up that 
long slope toward the 
mountains.  You know, 
the mountains we look at 
every day, just over there, 
across the valley?  The 
ones that look like they 
are right there, just barely 
beyond Northside Road?  
Hahahahahaha.  It never 
ceases to amaze me how 

deep that terrain is, how 
many ridges and valleys 
there are between us 
and the peaks of the Ord 
Mountains.  Just imagine 
being out there in 1880, 

with only your burro for company, 
and discovering several more 
ridges between you 
and your destination!
	 Sir William’s inter-
nal GPS kicked in as 
usual, confounding 
us as he turned here 
and there, ending up 
on a steep road to 
a point from which 
we had a spec-
tacular view of, well, of the desert 
somewhere to the northish and 
westish, maybe Stoddard Valley 
or who knows??  But it was beau-
tiful, even though hazy and smoky 
from all the fires around us.
	 Our next stop was a spring in 
a canyon that looked just like a 
movie set where the Indians (uh, 
oh, Native Americans, excuuuuse 

me!) hid in the rocks and then 
ambushed the cowboys.  I never 
did see any real live Indians, so 
they must have hidden them-
selves pretty well.  Sir William 
(aka Bill-ee goat) led us (aka 
Lumbering Mamas) up a steep 
gravelly and rocky hillside to 
some very faint Indian rock art 
(when did the name change from 
“petroglyphs”?).  A spring and 
old wooden gate spoke of cattle 

ranching in decades past, and 
Sir William called it as an Indian 
blind for hunting critters that 
came to the spring.
	 As we drove along, mine tail-
ings marked the landscape here 
and there, with a perfect mine 
tunnel located a short walk from 

the road.  No, we didn’t go into 
the tunnel this time.  And then as 
we tried to drive up to another 
beautiful lookout point, we had 
to get out and walk 1/3 mile be-
cause the road was too washed 
out even for a Jeep.  (Hint: a 
God-created, non-techological 
burro could have made that climb 
easily!)   Another panoramic view 
to somewhere, looking at some-
thing.  The wind was COLD and 
one had to guess we might be at 
4 or 5000 feet elevation.
	 Finally, six ridges and five 
valleys later (ok, I exaggerate 
just a little*), we came to what 

may have been “the destina-
tion”: Saddle Spring, a cattle 
watering hole located on 
Shield Ranch, where cattle 
still graze and water in the 
middle of NOWHERE, for 
those intrepid few who hold 
on to private property and 
grazing rights in the face 
of overbearing government 
pressure to give it all up.  
It’s a marvel how these little 
springs exist in the middle of 
a vast dry desert, and how 
they provide life to so many 
different critters.
	 By this time the afternoon 

was moving right along, and I 
could hear the doggies calling 
(and Amos the cat, too). We 
resumed our travels over four 
more ridges and three more val-
leys* to get to a dry lake we had 
seen ‘way off in the distance.  I 
actually recognized it as one we 
had crossed on previous out-
ings.  A right turn there took us 
to Harrod Road and Camp Rock 
Road, where the car breathed 
a sigh of relief as it came to 
smooth pavement.  (The mythi-
cal burro would have preferred 
to stay in the rocks…)
	 Other than the numerous sus-
picious looking greenhouses out 
there – I wonder what is growing 
in those greenhouses? – the only 
surprise on Camp Rock was a 
new-looking monument placed 
in a non-descript flat spot on the 
west side of the road.  Really?? 
How did someone decide to place 
this monument to Mitsubishi 
Cement’s Cushenbury Plant just 
right there?  Mitsubishi deserves 
any and all credit given to them 
for what they do for our little com-
munity, but a monument several 
miles north on Camp Rock Rd?
	 All in all, we had a refreshing 
jaunt into our wondrous desert 
on a beautiful Sunday afternoon, 

with our modern 
trappings to 
keep us safe.  
How did people 
survive before 4-
wheel drive with 
air-conditioned 
comfort?  Only 
the burros know.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 
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	 Store HARDWARE

SUPER
MARKET

Lucerne Valley
Market & Hardware

HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND 
NEED HARDWARE SUPPLIES?
We’re open Holidays 760-248-7311

We’re only 12 minutes 
east of the intersection 

of Highway 18 and 
Bear Valley Road.

Our 2-PAGE COLOR AD, available 
at http://lucernevalleymarket.com

(760) 248-7311 
32946 State Highway 18  

Lucerne Valley, CA  92356

Porterhouse or 
T-Bone Steaks

With $10 minimum purchase.(1)

Whichever is available.  
Additional at special $6.99 lb.

$599
lb

Up to 3 

steaks
at this 
price.

Medium
Hass Avocados

With $10 minimum purchase.(1)

Medium (60) size.
Additional at 99¢ ea.

Up to 4 

at this 
price.

750 ml bottle.  Assorted.

Ad dates 11/7-13/19

11-25 oz packages. 
Assorted varieties.

The High Desert’s

Modern 
General 
Store!

Echo Recycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

Aluminum CRV...... $1.70lb

#1 Plastic CRV....... $1.29lb
 Pricing good thru November 13, 2019

Extra 
Special

We have 

pellets 

for pellet 

stoves.

59¢
ea

Nabisco 
Family Size
Cookies &
Crackers

Extra SpecialAt The Deli Cafe  Hours 6am to 7pm

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
L.V. School Board Meeting 

Thursday, Nov. 14, starts at 5:30PM.  
At the Alternative Education Center, 
8560 Aliento Rd up Highway 18.

FLU SHOOTS The St. Mary Health 
Van will have free flu shots available 
when they are here through November 
in the parking lot in front of the Wash n 
Shop on Tuesdays, 8:30am to 3:30pm.

The Deli Cafe  
Hours 6am to 7pm

In 
Lucerne 

Valley 
Market

And a lot more!

Gallo 
Family 
Vineyards 
Wines

$349
ea

Really tasty! 
Delicious
Fishburger

You get a deep-fried-til-brown breaded 
fish patty on a bun with lettuce, 

tomato, cheese and tartar sauce.

$399
ea

Make it a 

Combo!
  Buy any burger 

or hot sandwich, 

get any deli 

beverage and 

any deli side and

SAVE 
$1.49 
from the total

$329
ea

website: lucernevalleymarket.com

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
    & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST FOUNDATION BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5404

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 2PM 

ST. MARY HEALTH VAN   760-946-4240
  Every Tuesday except December
  8:30AM - 3:30PM in our parking lot.

NEW 
HOURS

Indian
Blind

Mine
Tunnel

Watering Hole

Monument


