DESERT DELIGHT

It's happening. Do you hear the
faint rumble? Put your ear to the
ground. You'll hear it.

What is that rumbling? It's the
desert about to burst forth! All
those millions of tiny, even micro-
scopic seeds are bursting their little
shells and sending out roots and
shoots, up and down and every
which way. g

OK, so |
don’t know
that for sure,
but | think
so. | HOPE
so. Our normally brown desert
is turning green as the rains and
snows we've been blessed with
have watered our desert garden,
to bring forth a showing of color
and fragrance such as we haven't
seen in years. That touch of green
contains millions of plants that
will soon bloom in purple, yellow,
blue, white, and red profusion,
decorating roadsides and hillsides,
ravines and canyons.

Am | sticking my neck out by
saying this? Yes. Is there real
hope for it to happen this year?

Yes! | don’t
remember
the ground
being so
damp for so
long at this
time of the
year, and already on our property,
| see the beautiful Goldfields that
cover the ground, turning it bright
yellow. Wait until the acres and
acres of Goldfields in Apple Val-
ley wake up! They bloom even
in dry years, so think of what this
year’s blossom =
might bring! X

We also see the
delicate, tiny light-
lavender Fremont
Phacelia and £
darker purple Filary N
creating purple carpets here and
there. Soon the Lacy Phacelia
will surround the creosote bushes
between here and Barstow, mixed
in with mallow (orange-cov-
ered bushes), and other whites,
purples, and pinks. (Sir William
can name them. | can’t remember
from year to year.)

| keep hearing a song in my
head as | hope for the wildflow-
ers. It's from a little-remembered
Broadway show called “On a Clear

Day You Can See Forever’, a
story about a clairvoyant girl who
can make flowers grow by talking
(singing) to them. Here are some
of the words:

Hey buds below ... up is where to grow
Up with which below can’t compare with.

Hurry - it’s lovely up here...
Life down a hole takes an awful toll,

What with not a soul there to share with
Hurry - it’s lovely up here!

Wake up, bestir yourself,

s It’s time that you disinter yourself

You’ve got a spot to fill - a pot to fill

4 And what a gift package of shower, sun and love

You’ll be met above everywhere with,

Fondled and sniffed by millions who drift by,

Life here is rosy - if you’re a posy
Hurry it’s lovely here!

Another of the desert delights
about to blossom are the Joshua
Trees, which bloom in March
(that’s now, folks). Many may
already have buds on them but are
too green to be noticed yet. And
then maybe they won’t bloom so
much. Who knows when and why
they bloom? The desert keeps its
secrets well-protected even as so
many “experts” offer their theories
and prognostications. (Update: on
our Saturday walk with our dogs,
we saw many Joshua Tree buds

and even full blossoms,
so look now, because they
disappear quickly!)

The rarest and most
beautiful blossom is that of
the Mojave Yucca, a plant
that resembles the Joshua

| Tree but is shorter and with

longer leaf-spines. The

blossom is an amazing

cream color sometimes edged in
dark purple. There are a number
of them also on the highway to
Barstow, hopefully our future Sce-
nic Highway 247, ready to please
when conditions are right.

And then there are our beloved
Roadrunners, who we now see
busily running around and building
nests, making ready for a family.
During the fall and winter, we've

had at best only one daily visit
for a meatball, but now we are
getting multiple visits by presum-
ably multiple Roadrunners. We've
put in a request with the National
Brotherhood of Road-
runners, that they
issue name tags so we
know who'’s who, and
whether Harry is com-
ing five times a day
but Mabel only gets
to visit once. There
has to be fairness and
sharing, you know!
We are so lucky to
live here, and it's no
wonder we fight so
hard to keep industrial-
ization out of our desert. Many of

our fellow fighters have knowledge
and expertise in environmental,
ecological, biological, and other-
logical issues to use in arguments
defending our desert. They sound
amazing and talk ‘way above my
head, and | bet it's way above the
County folks’” heads, too, but they
can’t admit it for fear of revealing
their ignorance. At least | want to
think so, since | need the company
in my U.S.S. Ignoramus rowboat.
People like me, on the other
hand, defend with the only thing
we have:
our hearts,
our love of
- this beautiful
/ place, our
homes, and
our fierce
protectiveness
of the Desert
j Delights.
Y U Leave us
44« alone, we
" shout, and
let our wildflowers, Joshua Trees,
Roadrunners, Coyotes, tortoises,
Creosote bushes, spectacular
sunrises and dramatic sunsets, and
long distance scenic views accom-
panied by profound silence alone!

o

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
From the Web.
RICH MAN

There was once a rich man
who was near death. He was very
grieved because he had worked so
hard for his money, and he wanted
to be able to take it with him to
heaven. So, he began to pray that
he might be able to take some of
his wealth with him.

An angel hears his plea and ap-
pears to him, “Sorry, but you can’t
take your wealth with you.”

The man implores the angel to
speak to God to see if He might
bend the rules.

The man continued to pray that
his wealth could follow him. The
angel reappears and informs the
man that God has decided to allow
him to take one suitcase with him.
Overjoyed, the man gathers his larg-
est suitcase and fills it with pure gold
bars and places it beside his bed.

Soon afterward, the man dies
and shows up at the Gates of
Heaven to greet St. Peter. Seeing
the suitcase, Peter says, “Hold on,
you can't bring that in here!”

But the man explains to him that
he has permission and asks him
to verify his story with the Lord.
Sure enough, St. Peter checks
and comes back saying, “You're
right. You are allowed one carry-on
bag, but I'm supposed to check its
contents before letting it through.”

Peter opens the suitcase to
inspect the worldly items that the
man found too precious to leave
behind and exclaims, “You brought
pavement?!!!”

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

L.V. School Board Meeting
Thursday, March 14, starts
at 5:30PM. At the Alterna-
tive Education Center, 8560
Aliento Rd up Highway 18.

Household Hazardous
Waste & E-Waste

Collection

Saturday, March 16, 9AM

to Noon. Behind the fire
station. Free disposal of
household hazardous waste
(Antifreeze, Auto & House-
hold Batteries, Motor Oil &
Qil Filters, All Paint, Pesti-
cides & Fertilizers, House-
hold Cleaners, home-gener-
ated Needles in approved
container, Computers, TV's,
Microwaves, Fluorescent
Bulbs, CPU'’s, Printers,
Clothes Irons, Cell Phones &
Telephones, Space Heaters,
Stereos, Radios, VCRs &
DVD Players. Behind

LV Fire Station, 33269 Old
Woman Springs Road. For
info call 1-800-OILY CAT.

ON THE PORCHES
AT THE STORE
WED, March 13, 7A-9A, BIBLE

LITERATURE, by Jehovah's
Witnesses.

SERVICES AT
CROSSROADS CENTER

LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET
& HARDWARE

[WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY | 2487311

[FIRST FOUNDATION BANK | 2452717

[DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D. | 246-1070

ECHO RECYCLING |760-617-5404

[AT THE SERVICE COUNTER)| in the store

+COPIES * FAX SERVICE

+ PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only

» PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

[PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY | 242-4900
Rancho Drugs - Tues. 11AM, Wed. & Fri. 3PM

248-T311

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;
SEE http:/ithenewlight.net

[ST. MARY HEALTH VAN | 760-946-4240

Every Thursday except December
8:30AM - 3:30PM in our parking lot.

¢ Lucerne Valley Market

* “Do it Best” Hardware
* Wash n Shop ° Crossroads Center
e-mail address: Market.Hardware@

lucernevalleymarket.com
website: lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD
ITEMS NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry
limits specifically stated. Sorry, we must reserve
the right to further limit or refuse sales.

ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated,
the register is built automatically to charge the
“each” price times the quantity. (Example: Price
of item is 3/$1. The price of: one = 34¢, two = 68,
three = %1, four =%1.34, five =168, six = *2.00).

_EcHo RecycLInNG,
‘. 760-617-5404 +, !
On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

Aluminum crv
#1 Plastic crv

$1.291b
Pricing good thru March 20, 2019




